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Freda as MC and moderator at panel dis-
cussion at the Miami Book Fair Interna-
tional, November 2007.  She is discussing 
the literary works of the panelists from 

Spain, Cuba, and Colombia. 

Freda moderating at Circulo de Lectura, a book dis-
cussion group at the Barnes & Noble, Plantation, 

with Cuban writer Antonio Rodriguez, winner of the 
Alfaguara Prize for his novel Chiquita.  Freda has 

been chairing this group for 14 years. 

Graduation day at the University of South 
Florida, School of Library & Information 

Science, May 2008. 

Do you have a hobby or activity outside of library work that you find rewarding?  
Proud enough to talk about it to others? Let us know — contact us at mybcla.org 
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LG Putzer, who we know and love as ‘Lena Putzer, 
System Network Analyst, turns out to be an up-and-coming 
published writer of fiction.  This revelation came to me only 
recently, and in short time, I was invited to a real book signing 
that ’Lena was having on a Sunday afternoon at The Bookshop 
in Fort Lauderdale, the former Hittel’s Book Store. 
 
The Bookshop provided the perfect environment:  cozy, unpre-
tentious, and full of supporters of LG Putzer.  Friends, fans, 
even family — we were all there and we were treated to a dif-
ferent side of ’Lena.  Before the author formally addressed her 
audience, we wandered throughout the venerable book store.  
For me, it was a return after a few years and the place was 
now crammed even more with books.  
 
Book lovers are always in for a treat at this address:  the enor-
mously wide selections of hardcover books spread out over two 
floors, the benches and easy chairs, the owner and staff — 
‘Lena the author was definitely in the most appropriate set-
ting.  She started by mentioning that Arlene Garcia Allen, ref-
erence librarian at Hallandale Beach branch, was an inspira-
tion to her.  She also mentioned the critical need that writers 
have for their editors:  “Thank God for editors; in the end, you 
get a pretty decent book.”  She thanked her editors, Beth 

Rubin and Joyce Sweeney 
 
Her book is The Chronicles of Bobby Isaacs:  Stuck in the Friend Zone.  The book centers around pre-
teens at Franklin Township Middle School and the impact of the character Chris Kruger, the school 
bully, on their lives.  ‘Lena and her characters explore the theme of forgiveness:  “To forgive is to feel 
free emotionally.” 
 
The author mentioned that her career began in the fan fiction genre.  Here, the fan adopts the charac-
ters or setting of  a pre-existing work by another author and then creates a separate piece of work of 
one’s own.  From this beginning, she began her career as a creator of original fiction.  She promised her 
audience another novel, Lovergeist, a work still in progress.  We have a lot to look forward to. 
 

—  Wayne Draper 

B  C  L  A    N  E  W  S 
PROGRAMS & VISITS 

LG PUTZER: 
COMPUTER TECHNIE BY DAY 
WRITER OF BOOKS BY NIGHT 
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Elaine Wise and LG Putzer at the 
book signing of The Chronicles of 

Bobby Isaacs.  

Spring Raulerson, Wayne Draper, 
Helene Palmer, and LG Putzer’s 

mother. 

Helena Putzer addresses her audience and re-
veals the components of  her alter ego, LG, and 

her creative efforts. 

Volume 41, Issue 1 (January/February 2010) 



 
 

Series Americana: 
 

Depression-Era Regional Literature, 1938 – 1980, 
A Descriptive Bibliography by Carol Fitzgerald 

 

During the years of the Great Depression and the decades that followed, 

works of American regional writing became increasingly popular. The 

thirteen series highlighted in this two-volume set provided a broad 

representation of series Americana published during this span. Taken 

together, the series constitute a unique and compelling self-portrait of 

America, encompassing the American people, their history and culture, 

and the nation’s natural treasures. 
 

Carol Fitzgerald is the author of The Rivers of America: A Descriptive 

Bibliography. A longtime book collector, she has co-curated several exhibits 
of books and ephemera from her personal collections of Americana. She is a 

member of The Grolier Club, the Book Club of California, and the 

Fontaneda Society and lives in Fort Lauderdale, with her husband, Jean. 
 

Additional support for this program has been provided by  
Broward County Library Association 
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Save the Date! 
Wednesday, January 27 at 6 p.m. 

  

Florida Center for the Book  

and Bienes Museum of the Modern Book 
 

Invite you to join us in celebrating the publication of 

  

 

Series Americana:  

Depression-Era Regional Literature,  

1938 – 1980, 

A Descriptive Bibliography 

by Carol Fitzgerald 
  

 

Wednesday, January 27 at 6 p.m. 

Bienes Museum of the Modern Book 

Broward County Main Library 

100 S. Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale 

Call 954-357-7386 to R.S.V.P 
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The future of the library 
 
What should libraries do to become 
relevant in the digital age? 

They can't survive as community-
funded repositories for books that 
individuals don't want to own (or for 
reference books we can't afford to 
own.) More librarians are telling me 
(unhappily) that the number one 
thing they deliver to their patrons is 
free DVD rentals. That's not a long-
term strategy, nor is it particularly 
an uplifting use of our tax dollars. 

Here's my proposal: train people 
to take intellectual initiative. 

Once again, the net turns things 
upside down. The information is 
free now. No need to pool tax 
money to buy reference books. 
What we need to spend the money 
on are leaders, sherpas and teach-
ers who will push everyone from 
kids to seniors to get very aggres-
sive in finding and using informa-
tion and in connecting with and 
leading others. 

SETH GODIN is a popular author and 
agent of change.  He has written 10 

books, all bestsellers.  His latest book 
is Purple Cow.  “it’s all about how com-

panies can transform themselves by 
becoming remarkable.” 

 
His remarks here, taken in whole from 

his 1/9/2010 blog, created sparks of 
interest at our last BCLA board of di-

rectors meeting.  We decided to share 
it with you. 

 
What do you think?  Should we “train 
people to take intellectual initiative”? 

 
Is this the new challenge for libraries?  

What guides you as you attempt to 
guide your library customers? 

 
Let us know.  Share your opinion on 

our website:   
mybcla.org 
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Know Someone Who’s Doing a Great Job? 
Nominate Them for an Award! 

After lean years of budget cuts, staff cuts, hours cuts, etc., everyone who works in or for a 
library has gone far above and beyond to make ends meet and still provide excellent service 
to our customers.  Now is the ultimate opportunity to recognize their effort.  I know each of 
you knows a person or an organization that deserves to win one or more of the awards given 
by the Florida Library Association.  Now is the time!!! 
 
Visit http://www.flalib.org/awards.php for a complete list of awards offered, descriptions of 
each and nomination forms.  Deadline for nominations is February 1, 2010. 
  

Awards include: 
 

 ·         FLA Leader of the Year award - presented to a member of the Florida Library 
Association for distinguished service to the Association 
 
·         Librarian of the Year award - presented in recognition of outstanding and on-
going contributions to Florida librarianship 
 
·         Library of the Year award - presented to a Florida library that has demon-
strated outstanding service to the community it serves 
 
·         Lifetime Achievement award - presented to a librarian whose distinguished 
record of professional achievements and accomplishments has spanned decades and 
advanced the stature of libraries within the State of Florida 
 
·         Outstanding Citizen Library Award - presented to a citizen in recognition of 
distinguished activities advancing the stature of libraries within the State of Florida 
 
·         Friends, Foundations and Boards Outstanding Member award - presented 
to a member of a Friends of the Library group, a library board member or a library 
foundation member for outstanding service or achievement 
 
·         Intellectual Freedom award - presented to an individual or organization, that 
has made a significant contribution to increasing or defending the right of access to 
the intellectual content of both print and non-print media 
 
·         Library Website awards - to promote awareness of the importance of good design 
and usability in web page development and to recognize outstanding examples of effective 
library web pages 
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·         Maria Chavez-Hernandez “Libraries Change Peoples’ Lives” award - 
named in honor of Florida State University’s Dr. Maria Chavez-Hernandez, this award 
will recognize an individual library employee or group of employees who have made a 
demonstrably positive and big difference in the lives of Florida’s library users 
 
·         Betty Davis Miller Youth Services award - given for children's services for 
teen/young adult services (ages 13 through 18) this year 
 
·         Eileen Bruner Friends Membership Development award - given for the most 
significant increase in membership, by number and/or percent 
 
·         Friends Newsletter award - given for a newsletter produced by Friends, dem-
onstrating a high quality of writing, as well as promoting libraries, library programs and 
the Friends 
 
·         Outstanding Program award - given for programming activities, festivals, and 
public relations events that attract the community to the library 
 
·         Special Projects award - given for a library related project carried out by the 
Friends 
 
·         Friends Website award - given for a Friends web site that promotes the 
Friends, the use of the library, shows good design, is user friendly and provides cur-
rent and upcoming information, as well as general information such as membership 
form 
 
·         Exemplary Learning award - recognizes good practice of sound design and 
implementation of products and services for learning in libraries 
 
·         Library Innovation award - presented for a library's innovative and creative 
service or program to the community 
 
·         Outstanding Business/Media Partner award - honors a company, business 
partner, or media agency for their leadership or significant contribution in support of 
library service to a local, regional, or state-wide library organization 
 

Deadline for nominations is February 1, 2010, so hurry!!! 
 

Information provided by Lisa Manners 

Page 10 



Page 11 

FROM: Broward County Library Assoc. 
 P.O. Box 1082 
 Fort Lauderdale, FL  33301 

Broward County Library Association --  Membership Form 
Name:  _________________________________________________________ 
Address: _________________________________________________________ 
City:  ________________ State: __________ Zip Code: __________ 
Work Location: ____________________________________________ 
E-mail Address: ____________________________________________ 
 

___  Library Employee: $10 ___  Friend:  $10 ___  Student:  $5 ___  Other: $10 
___  Friends of the Library group: $15   Name of Friends’ Group ____________ 
___  Institution – Dues are based on annual operating budget: 
 ___ under $100,000: $30  ___ $100,000 - $500,000: $40 
 ___ $500,000 - $1,000,000: $50 ___ over $1,000,000: $100 
 

___ New Member  ____ Renewal  ___ Address Change 
 

The membership year is July 1st to June 30th. 
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